Colorado QRP Club Semi-Annual Meeting

June 28, 2025.

The physical meeting was held at the Star Haven Observatory, the home of Jim and Judy Moravec, in Strasburg, Colorado.

Club president Dick Schneider, ABØCD activated the Club Zoom site so that members not at the physical site could be in virtual attendance.

Meeting called to order at 10:06 am by Dick, ABØCD.

Roger, WBØJNR, presented the treasurer’s report.  The current balance is $2,533.27.  Financial activity in the summer months is low.  It is during the winter months when most of the Club expenses are due.  The latest statement is available for review.  Roger invited anyone wanting a copy of the bank statements to contact him for a copy.

Club secretary Peter Inskeep, NO2D, reminded the members that the most recent prior meeting was held in December, 2024.  Minutes from that meeting, and all other past and future meetings, is available for review on the club’s website at https://www.coloradoqrpclub.org/secretary.htm It was moved, seconded, and passed that the minutes from our previous meeting be approved.

Dick, ABØCD, introduced a special guest, Randy High, son of Club Co-founder, Rich High, W0HEP. Randy had two requests for any Club members who might be able to help.  One was to obtain a copy of an article in QST from the early 1980’s called “Lost Boy.”  It details Randy, then age 15, getting lost when he and his father and others went up in the Colorado mountains to camp and do some QRP radio activity.  Rich’s QRP radio was used to call for help, which resulted in Randy eventually being found.

Randy’s second request is for any help finding information about and/or the call sign of a ham from Lithuania whom Randy’s father, Rich (WØHEP), brought over to the US for a Club meeting.  The ham’s first name is Ginthis, but there was no information on the correct spelling or other information.

Dick called for any Old Business.  There was none.

Dick called for New Business.  Vince, KIØRB suggested that the Club’s old web domain name, www.cqc.org, might be available again.  It apparently is not currently assigned, having been discarded by the heinous villains who hacked into our webhosting account and stole it from the club in early 2015.  Roger reminded the group that, back then, he filed complaints with our webhosting company, law enforcement, and ICAAN, to recover our domain name without result. Roger was assured that with the help of an attorney, and at least $6,000 in funding, the club could more than likely reclaim its ownership. Roger said he would look into the issue again since it appears our domain name still remains in limbo…

VP Jim Moravec, NØCOT said that he and a Strasburg neighbor are looking into making repairs to the COW (cellular tower on wheels), which has been inoperable for several years now since it suffered significant damage from a microburst.  His thought is to shorten it and rework the winches that raise it.  If this can be done it would be possible to raise a beam up to as much as 50 feet, which would be more than adequate for Field Day and other club operations in the future.

Jim further noted that yesterday’s accident destroyed the beam we planned using for this weekend’s Field Day operation. Yesterday, while a crew of volunteers was raising the beam and tower the entire assembly took a slow-motion fall to the ground – destroying all of the elements on one side of the beam. Thankfully not only was nobody hurt during the accident, but the slowly falling tower and beam didn’t even touch anyone! 

As a result, it was decided that this weekend’s Field Day operation would utilize a ground-mounted vertical, a Gap Titan, and a variety of wire antennas – including a fan dipole. It was also decided that the operation would run under the 2A battery designation with an “Aloha” theme similar to past CQC field operations.

Dick called upon Pete, Banquet Director, to announce the venue for this winter’s banquet.  He proposed the Golden Corral location in Aurora.  Randy High enthusiastically volunteered himself to work with the restaurant in securing a date and time for the event. Details will be announced in coming months.
Also under new business, Roger and all the others present thanked Jim and Judy for the great operating opportunity they provided CQC and expressed special appreciation for the new air conditioning, refrigerator, and snacks the Moravec’s had so graciously provided. Roger asked if Jim and his wife would again host CQC’s Field Day operation in 2026 and Jim agreed without hesitation, saying the club is always welcome!

There being no other business, it was moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:35 AM.  

Respectfully submitted,

Peter Inskeep - NO2D, Secretary

Those present for the meeting in person and by Zoom:

Dick Schneider - ABØCD (CQC # 155, President)

Jim Moravec – NØCCOT (CQC # 194, VP)

Peter Inskeep - NO2D (CQC # 748, Secretary)

Randy High

Jim Escue - AEØRV (CQC # 148)

Vince Kumagai KIØRB (CQC # 432)

Branden Baalman KFØTXR 

Lyle Strachan KEØZNV

Kelley Law KF7ZVL (CQC # 1091)

Pete Inskeep NO2D (CQC # 748)

Roger J. Wendell - WBØJNR (CQC # 7, Treasurer and Webmaster)

Addendum: During our 07/07/2025 Monday night net, club president Dick Schneider asked that various requests over the Field Day weekend be added to these minutes.
1. Randy High has volunteered to coordinate a banquet for our December 13th meeting.

2. Participation in the January 24/25 Winter Field Day proposed by KEØZNV

3. There’s unanimous agreement to run more than 1a at next June’s Field Day – many have asked that we continue to run satellites, digital, and phone in addition to CW!

4. KFØTXR has offered to cook BBQ at next June’s Field Day

NNNN                        


